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Promoting Cruise Industry in APEC Region 



World Cruise Market Trend

0

5,000

10,000

15,000

20,000

25,000

1990 2000 2005 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

North America
Europe
Asia
Oceania
Other

4,450

10,022

13,741

19,200
20,400

20,900
21,300

22,040

23,200
24,700

25,800(in thousands) World: About 1.7 times

760

2,080

Asia: About 2.7 times

Before 2011: Estimated by CLIA, 2017: Projection, Source: Compiled from data of CLIA

Number of Cruise Tourists in the World

- Number of cruise tourists in the world have been growing rapidly.
- Number in Asia showed a significant growth and increased 2.7 times between 2005-2015 (World: 1.7 

times)  



Project of Promoting Cruise Industry 

in APEC Region

To promote human exchange and economic revitalization by 
encouraging the mutual visit of cruising vessels in APEC region

We welcome the progress on the initiatives on Promoting Cruise Visits to Ports in the 
APEC Region and Exploration on Strengthening of Maritime Connectivity. We instruct the 
TPTWG to undertake further work on these initiatives. 

Ministerial Joint Statement of 9th APEC Transportation Ministerial Meeting 2015

Objective

To share information on port facilities and best practices of cruise 
facilitation among APEC economies and cruise shipping companies.

Measure



- Economies will kindly provide Japan with necessary information.
- Japan will build a cruise information page within TPTWG website.

2) Share information

1) Integrate information

- Each economy can learn best practices of other economies to improve its 
promotion activities to attract cruise shipping companies.

- Cruise shipping companies can access an information of specifications of port 
facilities of APEC economies.

- Provide an information to other fora such as the Tourism WG.

Project of Promoting Cruise Industry 

in APEC Region

Process

*Details of framework of this web page should be discussed and determined.
(For example, whether this page will be just a portal or a self-contained.)



Cruise Market Trend in Japan

- Cruise tourists to Japan in 2017 clocked 2.533 million, increased by 78.5% over 2016.
- The number of cruise ship calls at Japanese ports increased to the highest ever number in 2017,

increased 37.1% over 2016. (Note: The figures of 2017 is preliminary.)
- In 2017 Japanese Gov. set the target of 5 million cruise tourists to Japan in 2020, after
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Japanese Cruise Promotion Policy

- MLIT designated 7 ports as “international cruise hubs” 
- Public sector develops the berth for cruise ships and grants priority usage to a cruise 

shipping company and that company develops cruise passenger terminal facilities.  

This PPP enables us to respond quickly and efficiently to increasing demand of cruise ship 
calls at Japanese ports.

Creating international cruise hubs through public-private partnerships

Kagoshima Port

Designated Feb 27, 2018



Japanese Cruise Promotion Policy

Cruise Contact Desk
- In 2016, Japan built the Cruise Contact Desk, centralized inquiry desk which provides 

international cruise shipping companies with an information on ports and adjacent area 
- Not only shipping companies but port authorities and local governments can request any 

information related to cruise promotion.
- The desk doesn’t accept applications for entering ports or CIQ.



Providing Cruise Information to Cruise Shipping Company
Japan Cruise Port Association opened the website in 2013 to provide international cruise companies with an 
unified information such as  specifications of port facilities.

Japan Cruise Port Association Web Site

Japanese Cruise Promotion Policy
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Providing Cruise Information to Cruise Shipping Company
MLIT opened the website in 2014 to provide international cruise companies with an unified information 
such as an overview of ports and a tourism information around them.

CRUISE PORT GUIDE OF JAPAN in MLIT Web Site

Japanese Cruise Promotion Policy



Thank you very much for your kind attention!

Please contact to:
Masayuki Tanemura
Chief Director, International Policy Planning Office,
Ports and Harbours Bureau,
Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism
Phone: +81-3-5253-8679
Email: tanemura-m88s3@milt.go.jp


